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Important Days

A) 13 September 1947
B) 29 November 1947
C) 13 September 1948
D) 17 September 1948

E) 2 June 2014

➤ On which date did Operation Polo begin for the integration of Hyderabad State into 
the Indian Union?

Answer
C) 13 September 1948.
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• Event: Hyderabad Liberation Day is observed to mark 
the integration of Hyderabad State into the Indian 
Union in 1948.

• Location: The erstwhile Hyderabad State included 
present-day Telangana and regions that are now part 
of Maharashtra and Karnataka.

Event and Location:

Important Days
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• Date: Hyderabad Liberation Day is observed on 17
September, commemorating the surrender of 
Hyderabad State Forces on 17 September 1948.

Event and Location:

Important Days
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• Mandates: The observance commemorates the 
integration of Hyderabad State into the Indian Union
following Operation Polo, which was conducted from 
13 September to 17 September 1948.

• Objectives: The day recalls the historical events that 
ended Hyderabad's separate political status and 
resulted in its integration with the Indian Union.

Mandates and Objectives:

Important Days
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• Standstill Agreement: It was an agreement 
concluded between India and Hyderabad on 29
November 1947 to maintain the existing status quo 
while further negotiations continued.

Important Terms Explained:

Important Days
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• Razakars: The Razakars were an influential force 
involved in the political turmoil that developed in 
Hyderabad before its integration into India.

Important Terms Explained:

Important Days
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• States Reorganisation Act, 1956: It reorganised the 
regions of the former Hyderabad State largely on 
linguistic lines, with the Telugu-speaking Telangana 
region joining Andhra Pradesh and the Marathi- and 
Kannada-speaking areas joining neighbouring states.

Important Terms Explained:

Important Days
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Tabular Summary:

Important Days

Parameter Details

Event name
Hyderabad Liberation Day, marking the integration of Hyderabad State into the Indian 

Union.

Observance date 17 September.

Operation period
Operation Polo commenced on 13 September 1948 and ended with the surrender on 17 

September 1948.

Ruler of Hyderabad Mir Osman Ali Khan, the Seventh Nizam of Hyderabad.

Indian commander Major General J. N. Chaudhuri commanded the Indian troops during Operation Polo.

Hyderabad commander
Major General Syed Ahmed El Edroos commanded the Hyderabad State Forces and 

surrendered on 17 September 1948.

Post-1948 development
The States Reorganisation Act, 1956 reorganised the former Hyderabad State largely 

along linguistic lines.

Telangana statehood Telangana became a separate state on 2 June 2014.
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Important Days

A) 15 September 2026
B) 16 September 2026
C) 17 September 2026
D) 18 September 2026
E) 19 September 2026

➤ Vishwakarma Jayanti 2026 will be celebrated on which date?

Answer
C) 17 September 2026.
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• Event: Vishwakarma Jayanti 2026 will be celebrated 
as a festival dedicated to Lord Vishwakarma, who is 
traditionally regarded in Hindu belief as the divine 
architect and craftsman.

Event and Location:

Important Days
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• Location: The festival is celebrated in different parts 
of India and holds particular significance in West 
Bengal, Odisha, Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand, Tripura,
and other eastern and north-eastern regions.

• Date: Vishwakarma Jayanti 2026 falls on Thursday,
17 September 2026.

Event and Location:

Important Days
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• Mandates: The observance involves worshipping 
Lord Vishwakarma along with tools, machines,
equipment, factories, workshops, offices, and other 
workplaces used by artisans, engineers, architects,
craftsmen, and industrial workers.

Mandates and Objectives:

Important Days
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• Objectives: The festival honours skilled labour and 
craftsmanship while devotees traditionally seek 
blessings for professional skill, prosperity, success,
and the safe and productive use of tools and 
machinery.

Mandates and Objectives:

Important Days
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• Kanya Sankranti: It refers to the Sun's transition into 
the zodiac sign Virgo and coincides with 
Vishwakarma Jayanti according to the tradition 
described in the article.

Important Terms Explained:

Important Days
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• Vishwakarma Puja: It refers to the ritual worship of 
Lord Vishwakarma and work-related tools, machines,
and equipment, often conducted at factories,
workshops, offices, and other workplaces.

Important Terms Explained:

Important Days
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• Pushpaka Vimana: It is a legendary flying vehicle 
associated with the Ramayana tradition and is 
traditionally linked with Lord Vishwakarma in Hindu
mythology.

Important Terms Explained:

Important Days
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Tabular Summary:

Important Days

Parameter Details

Festival
Vishwakarma Jayanti 2026 is dedicated to Lord Vishwakarma, regarded in Hindu 

tradition as the divine architect and craftsman.

Date The festival falls on Thursday, 17 September 2026.

Associated observance
Vishwakarma Jayanti coincides with Kanya Sankranti, marking the Sun's entry into 

Virgo.

Main participants
Artisans, engineers, architects, craftsmen, industrial workers, and other skilled workers 

prominently observe the festival.

Main ritual
Tools, machines, equipment, factories, workshops, offices, and workplaces are 

worshipped during the occasion.

Traditional practices
Machines and tools are cleaned, images of Lord Vishwakarma are installed, prayers are 

performed, and turmeric and vermilion may be applied to tools.

Mythological association
Hindu mythology associates Lord Vishwakarma with Lanka, Dwarka, Indraprastha, 

Amaravati, divine weapons, and the Pushpaka Vimana.

Significance
The festival honours craftsmanship, skilled labour, professional tools, and the 

contribution of workers to their livelihoods and occupations.
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SPORTS

A) 27 balls
B) 29 balls
C) 30 balls
D) 33 balls
E) 35 balls

➤ In how many balls did Abhishek Sharma complete his record-breaking T20I century 
against Afghanistan on 17 September 2026?

Answer
C) 30 balls.
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• Event: Abhishek Sharma scored a 30-ball century 
against Afghanistan, setting a new record for the 
fastest T20I hundred by an Indian men’s cricketer.

• Location: The record was achieved during the third 
T20I between India and Afghanistan in New Delhi.

• Date: The innings was played on 17 September 2026.

Event and Location:

SPORTS
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• Mandates: Abhishek Sharma reached his century in 
30 balls, surpassing Rohit Sharma’s previous Indian 
record of a 35-ball T20I hundred against Sri Lanka in 
2017.

• Objectives: The innings helped India through 
aggressive top-order batting and established a new 
Indian benchmark for the fastest century in men’s 
T20I cricket.

Mandates and Objectives:

SPORTS
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Ranking Table:

SPORTS

Rank Entity / Score/Index/Remarks

1.
Entity: Sahil Chauhan. | Score/Index/Remarks: Scored a T20I century in 27 balls for 

Estonia against Cyprus.

2.
Entity: Muhammad Fahad. | Score/Index/Remarks: Scored a T20I century in 29 balls for 

Turkey against Bulgaria.

3.
Entity: Abhishek Sharma. | Score/Index/Remarks: Scored a T20I century in 30 balls for 

India against Afghanistan.

4.
Entity: Jan Nicol Loftie-Eaton. | Score/Index/Remarks: Scored a T20I century in 33 balls 

for Namibia against Nepal.

4.
Entity: Sikandar Raza. | Score/Index/Remarks: Scored a T20I century in 33 balls for 

Zimbabwe against Gambia.
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• T20 International (T20I): It is an international cricket 
format in which each team generally plays a 
maximum of 20 overs.

Important Terms Explained:

SPORTS
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• Full Member Nation: It refers to a country with full 
membership of the International Cricket Council and 
eligibility to play Test cricket.

Important Terms Explained:

SPORTS

https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc


/Liwin's CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta /Liwin's CA Funsta

• Googly: It is a deceptive delivery bowled by a leg-
spinner that turns in the opposite direction to a 
conventional leg-break.

Important Terms Explained:

SPORTS
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Tabular Summary:

SPORTS

Parameter Details

Player Abhishek Sharma set the Indian record for the fastest men’s T20I century.

Opponent The century was scored against Afghanistan.

Venue The match was played in New Delhi.

Century speed Abhishek reached 100 runs in 30 balls.

Final score He scored 108 runs from 34 deliveries.

Previous Indian record Rohit Sharma had scored a 35-ball century against Sri Lanka in 2017.

Half-century Abhishek reached 50 runs in 16 balls.

Boundary contribution Of his 108 runs, 102 came through boundaries.
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RANKING

A) IIM Ahmedabad
B) IIM Bangalore
C) IIM Calcutta

D) O.P. Jindal Global University
E) Woxsen School of Business

➤ Which Indian institute ranked highest in the QS Global Full-Time MBA Rankings 
2027?

Answer
B) IIM Bangalore.
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• Event: The QS Global Full-Time MBA Rankings 2027
placed IIM Bangalore, IIM Ahmedabad, and IIM
Calcutta among the world’s top 100 full-time MBA
programmes.

• Location: The rankings covered more than 420 MBA
programmes across 65 countries and territories,
including 19 institutions from India.

Event and Location:

RANKING
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• Date: The ranking-related update was reported on 17
September 2026.

Event and Location:

RANKING
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• Mandates: The rankings assess global full-time MBA
programmes across five indicators comprising 
Employability, Value for Money, Alumni Outcomes,
Thought Leadership, and Diversity.

• Objectives: The rankings aim to compare MBA
programmes globally on career outcomes, return on 
investment, alumni performance, academic influence,
and diversity.

Mandates and Objectives:

RANKING
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Ranking Table:

RANKING

Rank Entity / Score/Index/Remarks

1.
Entity: MIT Sloan. | Score/Index/Remarks: Ranked first globally after rising from third 

place in the previous edition.

2.
Entity: Harvard Business School. | Score/Index/Remarks: Retained second position 

globally.

3.
Entity: Stanford Graduate School of Business. | Score/Index/Remarks: Rose from fourth 

position to third globally.

64=.
Entity: IIM Bangalore. | Score/Index/Remarks: Fell from 52nd in 2026 but remained 

India’s highest-ranked MBA institute.

70=.
Entity: IIM Ahmedabad. | Score/Index/Remarks: Fell from 58th in 2026 to joint 70th 

globally.

95.
Entity: IIM Calcutta. | Score/Index/Remarks: Fell from 64th in 2026 but remained within 

the global top 100.
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• Employability: It measures how effectively an MBA
programme enhances graduates’ employment 
prospects and carries a 40% weight in the ranking 
methodology.

Important Terms Explained:

RANKING
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• Thought Leadership: It evaluates the academic and 
research influence of a business school and carries a 
15% weight in the ranking methodology.

Important Terms Explained:

RANKING
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• Entrepreneurship & Alumni Outcomes: It reflects the 
entrepreneurial achievements and career success of 
an institution’s alumni, with IIM Ahmedabad ranking 
84th globally on this measure.

Important Terms Explained:

RANKING
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Tabular Summary:

RANKING

Parameter Details

Ranking name QS Global Full-Time MBA Rankings 2027.

Top global institute MIT Sloan secured the first position globally.

Highest-ranked Indian 

institute
IIM Bangalore ranked joint 64th globally.

Other Indian top-100 

institutes
IIM Ahmedabad ranked joint 70th and IIM Calcutta ranked 95th globally.

Indian participation A total of 19 Indian institutions appeared in the 2027 MBA ranking.

Ranking coverage More than 420 MBA programmes across 65 countries and territories were evaluated.

Key methodology
Employability carried 40%, Value for Money 20%, Alumni Outcomes 15%, Thought 

Leadership 15%, and Diversity 10%.

Participation growth
India had 19 ranked MBA institutions in 2027 compared with seven in 2022 and five in 

2020.

https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc


/Liwin's CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta /Liwin's CA Funsta

RANKING

A) Maharashtra
B) Karnataka

C) Delhi
D) Chandigarh

E) Goa

➤ Which state or union territory topped the India Electric Mobility Index 2025?

Answer
C) Delhi.
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• Event: The India Electric Mobility Index (IEMI) 2025
ranked Delhi first in India’s electric mobility transition 
with a score of 84 out of 100.

• Location: The index evaluated all 36 states and union 
territories of India.

Event and Location:

RANKING
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• Date: The India Electric Mobility Index 2025 was 
reported on 17 September 2026.

Event and Location:

RANKING
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• Mandates: NITI Aayog, in partnership with WRI India,
assessed states and union territories across 16
indicators under transport electrification, charging 
readiness, and research and innovation.

Mandates and Objectives:

RANKING
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• Objectives: The index aims to measure and compare 
the preparedness and performance of states and 
union territories in promoting electric vehicle 
adoption, charging infrastructure, supportive policies,
and innovation.

Mandates and Objectives:

RANKING
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Ranking Table:

RANKING

Rank Entity / Score/Index/Remarks

1. Entity: Delhi. | Score/Index/Remarks: Scored 84 out of 100 and retained the top position.

2.
Entity: Maharashtra. | Score/Index/Remarks: Scored 78 and retained the second 

position.

3. Entity: Karnataka. | Score/Index/Remarks: Scored 73 and secured the third position.

4.
Entity: Chandigarh. | Score/Index/Remarks: Scored 71 and was among the top 

performers.

5. Entity: Goa. | Score/Index/Remarks: Scored 65 and was among the top performers.

7.
Entity: Madhya Pradesh. | Score/Index/Remarks: Recorded the biggest improvement in 

rank, rising from 23rd position to 7th.
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• Transport Electrification: It measures progress in 
electric vehicle adoption and carries a 50% weight in 
the overall index.

• Charging Readiness: It evaluates charging 
infrastructure and related enabling conditions and 
carries a 30% weight in the index.

Important Terms Explained:

RANKING
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• Research & Innovation: It measures the strength of 
the electric vehicle startup, technology, research, and 
innovation ecosystem and carries a 20% weight.

Important Terms Explained:

RANKING
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Tabular Summary:

RANKING

Parameter Details

Index name India Electric Mobility Index 2025.

Top performer Delhi ranked first with 84 points out of 100.

Second and third ranks Maharashtra scored 78, while Karnataka scored 73.

Coverage The index assessed all 36 states and union territories using 16 indicators.

National median score The median score increased from 36 in 2024 to 40 in 2025.

Best charging readiness Karnataka topped charging readiness with a score of 97.

Top innovation score Maharashtra led large states in research and innovation with a score of 85.

EV policy coverage EV policies were in place in 26 of the 36 states and union territories.
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RANKING

A) Fully protected
B) Moderately restricted

C) Slightly restricted
D) Severely restricted

E) Completely restricted

➤ According to the Free to Think 2026 report, India was placed in which category for 
academic freedom?

Answer
D) Severely restricted.
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• Event: The Free to Think 2026 report by Scholars at 
Risk placed India in the “severely restricted” category 
for academic freedom, based on the organisation’s 
assessment and Academic Freedom Index data.

• Location: The report assessed higher education 
conditions across countries and territories worldwide,
including India.

Event and Location:

RANKING
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• Date: The Free to Think 2026 report covered 
documented incidents between 1 July 2025 and 30
June 2026 and was reported on 17 September 2026.

Event and Location:

RANKING
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• Mandates: The report monitors reported attacks and 
restrictions affecting higher education communities,
including research, teaching, university 
administration, institutional autonomy, and campus 
expression.

Mandates and Objectives:

RANKING
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• Objectives: The report aims to assess conditions 
affecting academic freedom and document reported 
pressures on higher education institutions, faculty 
members, researchers, and students.

Mandates and Objectives:

RANKING
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Ranking Table:

RANKING

Country/Territory AFI Score / Remarks

India. AFI Score: 0.14. | Remarks: Classified as severely restricted in the report.

China. AFI Score: 0.10. | Remarks: Classified as completely restricted in the report.

Venezuela. AFI Score: 0.12. | Remarks: Classified as completely restricted in the report.

Palestine/Gaza. AFI Score: 0.06. | Remarks: Gaza was classified as completely restricted in the report.

Iran. AFI Score: 0.08. | Remarks: Classified as completely restricted in the report.

Türkiye. AFI Score: 0.18. | Remarks: Classified as completely restricted in the report.
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• Academic Freedom Index (AFI): It is an index used to 
assess the level of academic freedom across 
countries, covering areas such as teaching, research,
institutional autonomy, academic exchange, and 
campus expression.

Important Terms Explained:

RANKING
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• Free to Think Report: It is a report produced by 
Scholars at Risk that documents reported attacks 
and restrictions affecting higher education 
communities worldwide.

Important Terms Explained:

RANKING

https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc


/Liwin's CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta /Liwin's CA Funsta

• Institutional Autonomy: It refers to the ability of 
universities and higher education institutions to make 
academic and administrative decisions with an 
appropriate degree of independence.

Important Terms Explained:

RANKING
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Tabular Summary:

RANKING

Parameter Details

Report name Free to Think 2026.

Organisation
Scholars at Risk prepared the report on conditions affecting higher education and 

academic freedom.

India’s category India was placed in the “severely restricted” category according to the report.

India’s AFI score India’s score was listed as 0.14 for 2025, compared with 0.38 in 2022.

Global coverage The report evaluated Academic Freedom Index information for 179 countries.

Reported incidents
It documented 382 attacks on higher education communities across 59 countries and 

territories.

Global trend
Academic freedom was reported to have declined over the previous decade in 50 

countries and improved in nine countries.

India-related concerns
The report cited issues concerning university administration, appointments, curricula, 

campus discourse, faculty cases, and student expression.
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RANKING

A) 117th
B) 121st
C) 126th
D) 131st
E) 136th

➤ What is India’s rank in the Global Gender Gap Index 2026?

Answer
D) 131st.
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• Event: The Global Gender Gap Index 2026 by the 
World Economic Forum (WEF) ranked India 131st out 
of 145 economies with an overall gender parity score 
of 64.5%.

• Location: The index covered 145 economies 
worldwide, including India.

Event and Location:

RANKING
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• Date: The Global Gender Gap Index 2026 was 
reported on 17 September 2026.

Event and Location:

RANKING
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• Mandates: The index evaluates gender parity across 
four dimensions comprising Economic Participation 
and Opportunity, Educational Attainment, Health and 
Survival, and Political Empowerment.

Mandates and Objectives:

RANKING
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• Objectives: The index aims to measure gender-based 
gaps across economies and track progress toward 
parity rather than comparing absolute levels of 
economic development.

Mandates and Objectives:

RANKING
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Ranking Table:

RANKING

Rank Entity / Score/Index/Remarks

1. Entity: Iceland. | Score/Index/Remarks: Recorded a gender parity score of 0.930.

2. Entity: Finland. | Score/Index/Remarks: Recorded a gender parity score of 0.872.

3. Entity: Norway. | Score/Index/Remarks: Recorded a gender parity score of 0.857.

4.
Entity: Namibia. | Score/Index/Remarks: Recorded a gender parity score of 0.845 and 

rose four places.

5.
Entity: United Kingdom. | Score/Index/Remarks: Recorded a gender parity score of 

0.842.

96. Entity: China. | Score/Index/Remarks: Ranked 96th among the economies covered.

117. Entity: Japan. | Score/Index/Remarks: Ranked 117th among the economies covered.

131.
Entity: India. | Score/Index/Remarks: Recorded an overall gender parity score of 64.5% 

and retained its 2025 position.
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• Gender Parity: It refers to equality between women 
and men across measured social, economic,
educational, health, and political indicators.

Important Terms Explained:

RANKING
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• Economic Participation and Opportunity: This 
dimension measures gender gaps in areas such as 
labour-force participation, professional and technical 
employment, and representation in senior economic 
roles.

Important Terms Explained:

RANKING

https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc


/Liwin's CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta /Liwin's CA Funsta

• Educational Attainment: This dimension assesses 
gender parity in access to and participation in 
different levels of education.

Important Terms Explained:

RANKING
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• Political Empowerment: This dimension measures 
gender gaps in political representation, including 
parliamentary, ministerial, and head-of-state 
indicators.

Important Terms Explained:

RANKING
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Tabular Summary:

RANKING

Parameter Details

Report name Global Gender Gap Index 2026.

Issuing organisation World Economic Forum.

India’s rank India ranked 131st out of 145 economies.

India’s overall score India recorded a gender parity score of 64.5%.

Economic score India scored 41.2% in Economic Participation and Opportunity.

Education and health 

scores
India recorded 96.6% in Educational Attainment and 95.6% in Health and Survival.

Political score India recorded 24.5% in Political Empowerment.

Global progress
The report stated that 69.2% of the global gender gap had been closed and estimated 

120 years to full parity at the current pace.
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APPOINTMENTS

A) Abhijit Banerjee
B) Esther Duflo

C) Michael Kremer
D) Joseph Stiglitz

E) Paul Romer

➤ Who has been appointed as the World Bank Group Chief Economist and Senior Vice 
President for Development Economics?

Answer
C) Michael Kremer.
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• Event: Nobel Prize-winning economist Michael 
Kremer has been appointed World Bank Group Chief 
Economist and Senior Vice President for 
Development Economics.

• Location: The appointment applies to the World Bank 
Group and its global development activities.

Event and Location:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Date: The World Bank announced the appointment on 
16 September 2026.

Event and Location:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Mandates: Michael Kremer will help connect 
research, evidence, and data with World Bank Group
policies, investments, partnerships, and scalable 
development solutions across the public and private 
sectors.

Mandates and Objectives:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Objectives: His role will focus on improving 
development outcomes in areas such as 
employment, healthcare, education, agriculture,
technology, private investment, and poverty 
reduction.

Mandates and Objectives:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Randomized Controlled Trials (RCTs): RCTs are 
experimental methods that randomly assign 
participants to treatment and comparison groups to 
measure whether a development intervention 
produces the intended results.

Important Terms Explained:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Advance Market Commitments (AMCs): AMCs are 
financing mechanisms that guarantee future demand 
for products such as vaccines to encourage their 
development, production, and availability in lower-
income countries.

Important Terms Explained:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Precision Development: It is an organisation co-
founded by Michael Kremer that uses digital 
technologies to improve the productivity and incomes 
of smallholder farmers.

Important Terms Explained:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Development Innovation Ventures: It is an initiative 
co-founded by Kremer that has invested in more than 
300 innovations aimed at identifying and scaling 
effective development solutions.

Important Terms Explained:

APPOINTMENTS
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Tabular Summary:

APPOINTMENTS

Parameter Details

Appointee
Michael Kremer was appointed World Bank Group Chief Economist and Senior Vice 

President for Development Economics.

Announcement date The appointment was announced on 16 September 2026.

Appointing authority World Bank President Ajay Banga named Michael Kremer to the position.

Nobel recognition
Kremer shared the 2019 Nobel Prize in Economics with Abhijit Banerjee and Esther 

Duflo for an experimental approach to alleviating global poverty.

Research areas
His work covers poverty, education, health, agriculture, economic growth, technology, 

water, finance, and innovation.

Vaccine contribution
His work on Advance Market Commitments contributed to a $1.5 billion pneumococcal 

vaccine initiative involving Gavi and the World Bank Group.

Deworming impact
Research associated with Kremer influenced programmes under which more than 2 

billion treatments have been administered to children since 2014.

Technology focus
His recent research includes digital agriculture, AI-driven weather prediction, and 

technology-based solutions for smallholder farmers.
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APPOINTMENTS

A) Three years
B) Four years
C) Five years
D) Six years

E) Seven years

➤ For how many years has N Chandrasekaran been reappointed as
Chairman of Tata Sons?

Answer
C) Five years.
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• Event: N Chandrasekaran has been reappointed as 
Chairman of Tata Sons for another five-year term 
following approval by the company’s board.

• Location: The development concerns Tata Sons, the 
principal holding company of the Tata Group in India.

Event and Location:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Date: The Tata Sons board approved the 
reappointment on 17 September 2026.

Event and Location:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Mandates: The Tata Sons board decided to continue 
Chandrasekaran as chairman after requesting him to 
reconsider his earlier decision not to seek another 
term, while Tata Trusts chairman Noel Tata opposed 
the move according to the article.

Mandates and Objectives:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Objectives: The decision is intended to provide 
leadership continuity at Tata Sons while issues 
relating to succession planning, corporate 
governance, and regulatory requirements remain 
under consideration.

Mandates and Objectives:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Tata Sons: It is the principal holding company of the 
Tata Group and holds significant stakes in major Tata 
companies.

Important Terms Explained:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Tata Trusts: Tata Trusts collectively hold more than 
66% of Tata Sons and play an influential role in the 
governance and ownership structure of the group.

Important Terms Explained:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC): An NBFC is 
a financial institution that provides certain banking-
like financial services without holding a full banking 
licence and is regulated by the Reserve Bank of India.

Important Terms Explained:

APPOINTMENTS
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• Upper Layer NBFC: It refers to a category under the 
RBI’s scale-based regulatory framework for NBFCs 
that is subject to enhanced regulatory and 
governance requirements.

Important Terms Explained:

APPOINTMENTS
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Tabular Summary:

APPOINTMENTS

Parameter Details

Reappointed chairman N Chandrasekaran has been reappointed as Chairman of Tata Sons.

Term length The new term is for five years.

Approval date The Tata Sons board approved the reappointment on 17 September 2026.

Current leadership history
Chandrasekaran has served as Tata Sons Chairman since 2017 and was previously 

reappointed in 2022.

Earlier position He had earlier indicated that he would not seek another term after his current tenure.

Governance dispute
Noel Tata, Chairman of Tata Trusts, opposed the reappointment and questioned its 

validity according to the article.

Ownership context Tata Trusts hold more than 66% of Tata Sons.

Regulatory issue
The article states that Tata Sons also faces regulatory questions linked to its NBFC 

status and possible listing obligations.
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AWARDS

A) Subra Suresh
B) Sethuraman Panchanathan

C) Venkatraman Ramakrishnan
D) Arvind Krishna

E) Raj Reddy

➤ Who became the first Indian-American to receive the 2026 Arthur M. Bueche Award?

Answer
B) Sethuraman Panchanathan.
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• Event: Chennai-born computer scientist and engineer 
Sethuraman Panchanathan received the 2026 Arthur 
M. Bueche Award of the U.S. National Academy of 
Engineering, becoming the first Indian-American and 
Arizonan to receive the honour.

Event and Location:

AWARDS
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• Location: The award is conferred by the U.S. National 
Academy of Engineering in the United States, while 
Panchanathan currently serves at Arizona State 
University.

• Date: The award was reported on 17 September 
2026.

Event and Location:

AWARDS
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• Mandates: The Arthur M. Bueche Award recognises 
engineers for contributions to science and technology 
policy and for strengthening collaboration among 
industry, government, and universities in the United 
States.

Mandates and Objectives:

AWARDS
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• Objectives: Panchanathan was honoured for 
advancing basic science, technological innovation,
translational research, science and technology policy,
and broader access to opportunities.

Mandates and Objectives:

AWARDS

https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc


/Liwin's CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta /Liwin's CA Funsta

• Arthur M. Bueche Award: It is an honour presented by 
the U.S. National Academy of Engineering to 
engineers who make significant contributions to 
science and technology policy and cooperation 
among industry, government, and academia.

Important Terms Explained:

AWARDS
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• National Science Foundation (NSF): It is a U.S. 
federal agency that supports fundamental research 
and education across science and engineering, and 
Panchanathan served as its 15th director from June 
2020 to April 2025.

Important Terms Explained:

AWARDS
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• Directorate for Technology, Innovation and 
Partnerships (TIP): It is an NSF directorate 
established in 2022 during Panchanathan’s tenure to 
strengthen technology development, innovation,
translation of research, and partnerships.

Important Terms Explained:

AWARDS
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Tabular Summary:

AWARDS

Parameter Details

Award recipient Sethuraman Panchanathan received the 2026 Arthur M. Bueche Award.

Awarding body The award was conferred by the U.S. National Academy of Engineering.

Historic distinction He became the first Indian-American and first Arizonan to receive the award.

Current position
He serves as University Professor of Technology and Innovation at Arizona State 

University.

NSF tenure He served as the 15th director of the NSF from June 2020 to April 2025.

Education He studied at the University of Madras, IISc, IIT Madras, and the University of Ottawa.

Research areas
His work includes human-centred multimedia computing, haptic interfaces, ubiquitous 

computing, machine learning, and media processors.

Major institutional 

contribution

During his NSF tenure, the Directorate for Technology, Innovation and Partnerships was 

established in 2022.
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

A) 10 basis points
B) 20 basis points
C) 25 basis points
D) 50 basis points
E) 75 basis points

➤ By how many basis points did the US Federal Reserve raise the federal funds rate on 
16 September 2026?

Answer
C) 25 basis points.

https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc


/Liwin's CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta /Liwin's CA Funsta

• Event: The US Federal Reserve raised its benchmark 
federal funds rate by 25 basis points, taking the 
target range to 3.75%–4%.

• Location: The monetary policy decision applies to the 
United States, with potential implications for global 
markets and economies including India.

Event and Location:

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Date: The Federal Reserve announced the rate hike 
on 16 September 2026.

Event and Location:

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Mandates: The Federal Open Market Committee
(FOMC) unanimously increased the federal funds 
target range by 25 basis points amid elevated 
inflation, while revised projections indicated the 
possibility of another quarter-point increase by the 
end of 2026.

Mandates and Objectives:

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Objectives: The rate increase aims to restrain 
inflationary pressures and move inflation sustainably 
toward the Federal Reserve’s 2% objective while 
considering economic growth and labour-market 
conditions.

Mandates and Objectives:

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Federal Funds Rate: It is the benchmark interest rate 
targeted by the Federal Reserve for overnight lending 
between eligible financial institutions and influences 
broader borrowing costs in the US economy.

Important Terms Explained:

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Basis Point: One basis point equals 0.01 percentage 
point, so a 25-basis-point increase is equivalent to a 
0.25 percentage-point rise.

Important Terms Explained:

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Personal Consumption Expenditures Inflation: PCE
inflation is a measure of changes in prices paid by US 
consumers and is a key inflation indicator monitored 
by the Federal Reserve.

Important Terms Explained:

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Repo Rate: It is the interest rate at which the Reserve 
Bank of India lends short-term funds to commercial 
banks against eligible securities and is an important 
monetary policy tool.

Important Terms Explained:

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Imported Inflation: It refers to domestic price 
increases caused by higher costs of imported goods,
often due to rising global commodity prices or 
depreciation of the domestic currency.

Important Terms Explained:

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
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Tabular Summary:

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Parameter Details

Federal Reserve decision The Federal Reserve raised its benchmark rate by 25 basis points.

New target range The federal funds target range increased to 3.75%–4%.

Date of decision The rate hike was announced on 16 September 2026.

Policy context
The move was the first Federal Reserve rate hike since July 2023 and the first policy 

move under Chairman Kevin Warsh.

Inflation projection
The Federal Reserve projected PCE inflation at 3.7% for 2026 and indicated a return to 

its 2% target by 2029.

Economic projections US economic growth was projected at 2.3%, while unemployment was around 4.1%.

RBI position
The RBI had kept its repo rate unchanged at 5.25%, with its next MPC meeting 

scheduled for 5–7 October 2026.

Impact on India
Higher US rates can influence foreign capital flows, the rupee, imported inflation, stock 

and bond markets, borrowing conditions, and export demand.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS

A) Chips for Digital India
B) Silicon to Systems: Building the Ecosystem

C) Designing India’s Digital Future
D) Semiconductor India Mission 2047

E) From Electronics to Innovation

➤ What is the theme of SEMICON India 2026?

Answer
B) Silicon to Systems: Building the Ecosystem.
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• Event: Based on the provided article, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi inaugurated the fifth edition of 
SEMICON India 2026, a three-day event focused on 
India’s semiconductor and electronics ecosystem.

• Location: The event is being held at Yashobhoomi,
New Delhi, India.

Event and Location:

NATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Date: SEMICON India 2026 is being held from 17
September to 19 September 2026.

Event and Location:

NATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Mandates: The event brings together semiconductor 
companies, policymakers, investors, research 
institutions, startups, academia, and students to 
discuss semiconductor manufacturing, chip design,
packaging, artificial intelligence, supply chains,
sustainability, innovation, and skilling.

Mandates and Objectives:

NATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Objectives: The event aims to strengthen India’s end-
to-end semiconductor value chain, expand domestic 
manufacturing capabilities, promote innovation and 
investment, develop skilled talent, and reduce 
semiconductor supply-chain vulnerabilities.

Mandates and Objectives:

NATIONAL AFFAIRS

https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc


/Liwin's CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta /Liwin's CA Funsta

• India Semiconductor Mission (ISM): It is an initiative 
supporting the development of a comprehensive 
semiconductor and display manufacturing ecosystem 
in India and is one of the organisers of SEMICON
India 2026.

Important Terms Explained:

NATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Semicon India Programme: Launched in 2022, the 
programme supports semiconductor designing,
manufacturing, assembly, testing, packaging, and 
module development in India.

Important Terms Explained:

NATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Semicon 2.0: It is the next phase of India’s 
semiconductor programme, with an overall budget 
outlay of ₹1,27,500 crore as stated in the article.

Important Terms Explained:

NATIONAL AFFAIRS
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• Sand to Silicon to Systems: It refers to the 
semiconductor value-chain journey from raw 
materials through chip manufacturing and design to 
finished electronic systems, showcased as a special 
experience at the event.

Important Terms Explained:

NATIONAL AFFAIRS
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Tabular Summary:

NATIONAL AFFAIRS

Parameter Details

Event name
SEMICON India 2026, the fifth edition of the semiconductor and electronics industry 

event.

Date The event is being held from 17 September to 19 September 2026.

Venue Yashobhoomi, New Delhi, India.

Inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, according to the provided article.

Organisers
India Semiconductor Mission, Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, and 

SEMI.

Theme “Silicon to Systems: Building the Ecosystem.”

Key focus
Semiconductor materials, manufacturing, chip design, packaging, electronics, systems, 

AI, innovation, and skilling.

Electronics growth
Electronics production increased from ₹1.9 lakh crore in 2014-15 to ₹12 lakh crore in 

2024-25, according to the cited government figures.
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• Hyderabad Liberation Day is observed on 17 September to commemorate 
Hyderabad State's integration into the Indian Union following the surrender of its 
forces in 1948.

• Vishwakarma Jayanti 2026 will be celebrated on 17 September to honour Lord 
Vishwakarma and recognise the importance of craftsmanship, skilled labour, 
tools, and machinery in professional life.

• Abhishek Sharma smashed a 30-ball century against Afghanistan in New Delhi 
on 17 September 2026, breaking Rohit Sharma’s record for the fastest T20I 
hundred by an Indian men’s batter.

• The QS Global Full-Time MBA Rankings 2027 placed IIM Bangalore at joint 64th, 
IIM Ahmedabad at joint 70th, and IIM Calcutta at 95th, keeping all three Indian 
institutes within the global top 100.

• NITI Aayog and WRI India’s India Electric Mobility Index 2025 ranked Delhi first 
with 84 points, highlighting its leading position in India’s transition toward 
electric mobility.

https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc


/Liwin's CA Funsta/ Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta / Liwin’s CA Funsta

QUICK RECALL

/ Liwin’s CA Funsta /Liwin's CA Funsta

• Scholars at Risk’s Free to Think 2026 report placed India in the “severely 
restricted” category and reported an Academic Freedom Index score of 0.14 for 
2025.

• The World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Index 2026 ranked India 131st 
out of 145 economies with a 64.5% gender parity score, unchanged in rank from 
2025 but with a marginally improved score.

• The World Bank Group appointed Nobel laureate Michael Kremer as Chief 
Economist and Senior Vice President for Development Economics to strengthen 
the use of research and evidence in addressing global development challenges.

• Tata Sons reappointed N Chandrasekaran as chairman for five more years on 17 
September 2026, ensuring leadership continuity amid an ongoing governance 
dispute involving Tata Trusts.

• Sethuraman Panchanathan received the 2026 Arthur M. Bueche Award from the 
U.S. National Academy of Engineering for contributions to science, engineering, 
innovation, and technology policy, becoming the first Indian-American recipient.

• The US Federal Reserve raised its benchmark rate by 25 basis points to 3.75%–
4% on 16 September 2026 to address elevated inflation, with potential spillover 
effects for India and global financial markets.
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• SEMICON India 2026 was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at 
Yashobhoomi in New Delhi on 17 September 2026 to strengthen India’s 
semiconductor and electronics ecosystem.
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