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Important Days

| 7
(g C tawsTA
H

which marked its 60th anniversary?

A) Literacy for Sustainable Societies
B) Literacy for people, the planet and prosperity
C) Education for Inclusive Growth
D) Digital Literacy for Everyone
E) Learning for People and Progress

Answer N
B) Literacy for people, the planet and prosperity.

» What was the theme of International Literacy Day 2026,
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Important Days S ea suwsa

Event and Location:

 Event: International Literacy Day 2026 was observed
as its 60th anniversary to highlight literacy as a basic
human right and a foundation for learning,
employment, participation and sustainable
development.

 Location: The main UNESCO celebration was
organised in Chiapas, Mexico, in partnership with the
Government of Mexico.
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Important Days S eh suwsa

Event and Location:

- Date: International Literacy Day was observed on
September 8, 2026, while UNESCO’s main celebration
was scheduled for September 8 and 9, 2026.
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Important Days S ea suwsa

Mandates and Objectives:

- Mandates: International Literacy Day promotes
global awareness of literacy beyond basic reading
and writing and provides a forum for reviewing
literacy progress, identifying barriers and discussing
measures to improve access to quality literacy
programmes.
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Important Days S ea suwsa

Mandates and Objectives:

» Objectives: The 2026 observance aimed to connect
literacy with inclusion and equal opportunity for
people, environmental understanding for the planet,
and better access to education, employment and
skills for prosperity.
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Important Days S ea suwsa

Important Terms Explained:

* Literacy for people, the planet and prosperity: The
2026 theme links literacy with social inclusion and
participation, environmental awareness, and
improved educational, employment and economic
opportunities.

§ /Liwin’s CA Funsta 3 Subscribe B /Liwin's CA Funsta


https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc

Important Days S ea suwsa

Important Terms Explained:

« UNESCO International Literacy Prizes: These prizes
recognise exceptional literacy programmes and
initiatives from around the world.

« SDG 4: Sustainable Development Goal 4 focuses on
inclusive and equitable quality education and lifelong
learning opportunities for all.

§ /Liwin’s CA Funsta 3 Subscribe B /Liwin's CA Funsta


https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc

Important Days S eh suwsa

Important Terms Explained:

« Reading proficiency: It refers to the ability to read,
understand and interpret written information at the
minimum expected level.
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Tabular Summary:

. Parameter |  Details
Event name

Observance date
Anniversary

International Literacy Day 2026.
September 8, 2026.
The 2026 observance marked the 60th anniversary.

Theme “Literacy for people, the planet and prosperity.”
: . UNESCO'’s global celebration was scheduled for September 8 and 9, 2026, in Chiapas,
Main celebration .
Mexico.
et [Fiaraey e Approximately 739 million youths and adults lacked basic literacy skills according to

2024 statistics cited during the observance.
Child reading challenge About four out of 10 children had not attained the minimum level of reading proficiency.

— Literacy supports education, employment, civic participation, informed decision-making
Significance .
and sustainable development.

i t WY

f / Liwin’s CA Funsta

I Subscribe

©@ /Liwin's CA Funsta


https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc

» Which city ranked first among million-plus cities in Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan 2026?

A) Indore
B) Jabalpur
C) Lucknow

D) Bhopal

E) Surat

Answer
C) Lucknow.
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Event and Location:

- Event: Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan 2026 ranked
Lucknow first among million-plus cities for measures
undertaken to control air pollution.

» Location: The survey covered participating cities and
towns across India under different population
categories.
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Event and Location:

« Date: The Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan 2026 rankings
were reported on September 8, 2026.
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Mandates and Objectives:

« Mandates: The survey assesses cities on measures
such as solid waste management, road-dust control,
construction and demolition dust management,
reduction of vehicular and industrial pollution, and
actions to lower particulate matter.
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Mandates and Objectives:

» Objectives: The assessment aims to encourage
effective city-level air-pollution-control interventions
and support improvement in urban air quality under
the National Clean Air Programme.
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Ranking Table:
| Rank | Entity / Score/Index/Remarks

Entity: Lucknow. | Score/Index/Remarks: Category-l, population above 10 lakh, with 198

1 points.
2. Entity: Indore. | Score/Index/Remarks: Category-l with 197 points.
3 Entity: Jabalpur. | Score/Index/Remarks: Category-l with 195 points.
] Entity: Rourkela. | Score/Index/Remarks: Category-Il, population of 3—10 lakh, with 198.5
' points.
9 Entity: Firozabad and Guntur. | Score/Index/Remarks: Category-Il, tied with 195 points
' each.
. Entity: Kalinga Nagar. | Score/Index/Remarks: Category-lll, population below 3 lakh, with
‘ 198.5 points.
2. Entity: Angul. | Score/Index/Remarks: Category-Ill with 196.5 points.
3. Entity: Talcher. | Score/Index/Remarks: Category-lll with 193.5 points. —
30. Entity: Delhi. | Score/Index/Remarks: Category-l with 172 points. j:,i
37. Entity: Mumbai. | Score/Index/Remarks: Category-1 with 160.8 points. \\,5
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Important Terms Explained:

 PM10: It refers to particulate matter with a diameter
of 10 micrometres or less, which can remain
suspended in the air and affect respiratory health.
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Important Terms Explained:

- National Clean Air Programme: Launched in January
2019, NCAP seeks to reduce particulate air pollution
in Indian cities, with targets including up to a 40%
reduction in PM10 concentration by 2025-26
compared with the 2019-20 base year.
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Important Terms Explained:

« Ambient Air Quality Standard: It is the prescribed
permissible concentration of pollutants in outdoor air,

with the annual PM10 standard cited in the article at
60 pg/ms3.
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Important Terms Explained:

 Central Pollution Control Board: CPCB participates in
the evaluation of cities under the survey along with
State Level Monitoring Committees, while
independent committees undertake field verification.

f / Liwin’s CA Funsta I} Subscribe

©@ /Liwin's CA Funsta


https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc

Important Terms Explained:

« Ward-Level Awards: Introduced in the 2026 survey,
these awards recognise local-level efforts by
individual urban wards to improve air quality across
different population categories.
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Tabular Summary:

. Parameter |  Details
Survey name Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan 2026.
Category-l topper Lucknow ranked first among cities with populations above 10 lakh with 198 points.
Category-Il topper Rourkela ranked first among cities with populations of 3—10 lakh with 198.5 points.
Kalinga Nagar ranked first among cities with populations below 3 lakh with 198.5
Category-lll topper S,

Its annual average PM10 declined from 250 ug/m?2in 2017-18 to 137 pg/ms, but
remained above the annual standard of 60 pg/m3.
Cities are primarily assessed on pollution-control interventions, while improvement in
PM10 levels carries only 2.5% weightage.
Lucknow Zone 4 Ward 70, Bhubaneswar BMC Ward 36 and Rourkela RMC Ward 13 were
among the leading ward-level awardees in their respective categories.
NCAP linkage The survey supports air-quality improvement efforts linked with the programme
launched in January 2019 to tackle particulate pollution.

Lucknow air-quality status
Ranking criterion

Ward-level recognition

—
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| 7
—,@: CA EUNSTA

» Who presented the President’s Colour to Goa Police in Panaji on September 7, 20267

A) Narendra Modi
B) Amit Shah
C) Rajnath Singh
D) Ajit Doval
E) Pramod Sawant

Answer
B) Amit Shah.
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Event and Location:

* Event: Union Home Minister and Minister of
Cooperation Amit Shah presented the President’'s
Colour to Goa Police in recognition of its eight
decades of dedicated service, bravery and
professionalism.

 Location: The conferment ceremony was held in
Panaji, Goa.

« Date: The President’s Colour was presented on
September 7, 2026.
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Mandates and Objectives:

« Mandates: The honour recognised Goa Police’'s
contribution to internal security, protection of Goa’s
coastline and safety of tourists, while the event also
highlighted technology-enabled policing, cybercrime
response, implementation of new criminal laws and
anti-narcotics measures.
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Mandates and Objectives:

» Objectives: The initiatives aim to improve emergency
response, strengthen cyber-fraud reporting,
accelerate technology-driven criminal justice and
support the national goal of making India narcotics-
free by 2029.
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Important Terms Explained:

* President’s Colour: It is a prestigious honour
conferred on police and security forces in recognition
of distinguished service, professional conduct,

bravery and dedication.
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Important Terms Explained:

« 1930 Cyber Fraud Helpline: It is a dedicated helpline
for reporting cyber-financial frauds, with Goa Police
introducing an Al-powered call agent capable of
registering complaints in languages listed in the
Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.
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Important Terms Explained:

* 112 Emergency Helpline: It is an integrated
emergency response number through which citizens

can seek urgent police and other emergency
assistance.
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Important Terms Explained:

- Nyaya Sanhitas: The term refers in the article to
India’s new criminal law framework, which places
greater emphasis on technology, sensitivity,
prioritisation and speedy justice.
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Important Terms Explained:

« Nasha Mukt Bharat 2029: It is a roadmap prepared by
the Ministry of Home Affairs for 2026-2029 to make
villages and cities across India free from narcotics
through coordinated action by the central and state

governments.
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Tabular Summary:

. Parameter |  Details
Event name Conferment of the President’s Colour on Goa Police.
Presented by Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation Amit Shah.
Date and venue September 7, 2026, in Panaji, Goa.
Recognition of eight decades of dedicated service, bravery and professionalism by Goa
Reason for honour Police.

Goa Police introduced an Al-powered call agent for the 1930 cyber fraud helpline with
multilingual complaint registration.

The 112 helpline response time was reduced from 18 minutes to eight minutes, with

more than 20,000 calls assisted.
Goa Police achieved 93.38% progress in adopting the new criminal codes and raised its
conviction rate from 23% to 53%.
Goa Police was encouraged to take a leading role in the Nasha Mukt Bharat 2029
initiative.

Cybercrime initiative
Emergency response
Criminal law progress

Anti-narcotics focus
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» Where will the 72nd National Film Awards ceremony be held on September 22, 2026?

-|: / Liwin’s CA Funsta

A) New Delhi
B) Mumbai
C) Ekta Nagar
D) Chennai
E) Hyderabad

Answer
C) Ekta Nagar.

I Subscribe

1

/N

©@ /Liwin's CA Funsta


https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc

Event and Location:

« Event: The 72nd National Film Awards ceremony will
be held in Gujarat, marking a rare shift from its long-
standing association with New Delhi.

 Location: The ceremony will take place at Ekta Nagar
in Narmada district, Gujarat, near the Statue of Unity.
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Event and Location:

« Date: The awards ceremony is scheduled for
September 22, 2026.
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Mandates and Objectives:

« Mandates: President of India Droupadi Murmu will
present the National Film Awards to winners selected
for films released during 2024, with the ceremony
planned at a specially prepared venue near the Statue
of Unity.

f / Liwin’s CA Funsta I Subscribe ©@ /Liwin's CA Funsta


https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc

Mandates and Objectives:

* Objectives: The ceremony aims to honour excellence
in Indian cinema across feature films, non-feature
films, documentaries, acting, direction and other
filmmaking categories.
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Important Terms Explained:

« National Film Awards: These are national-level
honours recognising excellence in Indian cinema
across feature, non-feature and various technical and
artistic categories.
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Important Terms Explained:

» Best Feature Film: It is an award category
recognising the most distinguished feature-length
film selected by the National Film Awards jury.
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Important Terms Explained:

» Best Non-Feature Film: It recognises excellence in
films outside the conventional feature-film format,
including shorter and specialised productions.
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Important Terms Explained:

- Documentary: It is a non-fiction film format intended
to present factual subjects, real events, people or
issues through cinematic storytelling.
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Tabular Summary:

Parameter . Details

Event name 72nd National Film Awards ceremony.
Date September 22, 2026.
Venue Ekta Nagar in Narmada district, Gujarat, near the Statue of Unity.
Award presenter President of India Droupadi Murmu.
Expected attendance Around 1,000 award winners, dignitaries and officials are expected to attend.

Article 370 won Best Feature Film, Yami Gautam won Best Actress, while Mammootty
and Kartik Aaryan shared Best Actor honours.
Non-feature honours Bhangaar won Best Non-Feature Film, while Ram-Nami won Best Documentary.
The Gujarat ceremony is a rare departure from New Delhi, with the 17th National Film
Awards having earlier been held in Madras in 1970.

Major winners

Historical significance

—
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» Which map projection has been supported by the United Nations General Assembly
for promoting a more realistic representation of the relative sizes of continents?

A) Mercator Projection
B) Robinson Projection
C) Gall-Peters Projection Sol gt
D) Equal Earth Projection -
E) Winkel Tripel Projection

Answer
D) Equal Earth Projection.
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Event and Location:

« Event: The United Nations General Assembly
adopted a resolution supporting the promotion of the
Equal Earth projection, which represents the relative
areas of continents more realistically than the
Mercator projection.

 Location: The resolution concerns the representation
of the Earth on world maps globally.
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Event and Location:

- Date: The Equal Earth projection was designed in
2018, while the article does not specify the exact date
on which the UN resolution was adopted.
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Mandates and Objectives:

« Mandates: The non-binding resolution promotes the
use of an equal-area map projection that preserves
relative area proportions while keeping continental
shapes sufficiently recognizable.
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Mandates and Objectives:

» Objectives: The initiative aims to improve
understanding of the true relative sizes of continents
and countries by reducing the area distortions
commonly associated with traditional world maps.
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Important Terms Explained:

« Mercator Projection: It is a map projection developed
for navigation that preserves angles and directions
but increasingly exaggerates the size of regions
located farther from the Equator.
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Important Terms Explained:

« Equal-Area Projection: It is a type of map projection
designed to preserve the correct proportional area of
geographical regions even though some distortion of
shape, distance or direction may remain.
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Important Terms Explained:

« Map Projection: It is the process of representing the
three-dimensional surface of the Earth on a two-
dimensional map, requiring compromises involving
area, shape, distance or direction.
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Tabular Summary:

. Parameter |  Details
The United Nations General Assembly adopted a non-binding resolution supporting the
Development . N
promotion of the Equal Earth projection.
UN voting The resolution was supported by 164 states, while the United States voted against it and

six countries abstained.
L Bojan Savri¢, Tom Patterson and Bernhard Jenny designed the Equal Earth projection in
Projection developed

2018.
: It preserves the relative areas of continents and countries while maintaining
Main feature :
recognizable shapes.
jecti ' ions, making pl
Mercator limitation The Mercator projection exaggerates the size of hlgh Iatltudg regions, making places
such as Greenland and Europe appear disproportionately large.
: : Africa covers about 30.3 million square kilometres and is far larger than its apparent
Africa comparison .
size on many Mercator maps suggests. —
South America area South America covers approximately 17.8 million square kilometres. :5/’
Resolution status The UN resolution is non-binding and does not require all existing maps to be replaced. ¢
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SCHEMES & INITIATIVES SO

» What is the primary objective of the BRICS Cross-Border Payments Initiative?

A) Replace all national currencies with a BRICS currency
B) Replace SWIFT with BRICS Pay immediately

C) Improve interoperability of domestic payment systems
for faster and cheaper cross-border payments

D) Make the US dollar the sole BRICS settlement currency

E) Create a single BRICS central bank
Answer
C) Improve interoperability of domestic payment systems for
faster and cheaper cross-border payments.
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SCHEMES & INITIATIVES - e

Event and Location:

« Event: The BRICS Cross-Border Payments Initiative is
an ongoing cooperation framework aimed at
improving cross-border payments through greater
connectivity between domestic payment systems and
increased use of national currencies.
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SCHEMES & INITIATIVES S e e

Event and Location:

 Location: The initiative concerns cross-border
payment connectivity among BRICS member
countries.

 Date: Discussions on continuing the initiative among
finance ministers and central bank governors were
highlighted at the 2025 BRICS Summit.
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SCHEMES & INITIATIVES S e e

Mandates and Objectives:

« Mandates: The initiative seeks to improve
interoperability among national payment networks,
encourage settlements in local currencies, reduce
dependence on multiple correspondent banking
intermediaries and explore efficient payment
technologies.
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SCHEMES & INITIATIVES S e e

Mandates and Objectives:

« Objectives: It aims to make international payments
faster, cheaper, safer and more transparent while
improving financial sovereignty and diversifying
cross-border payment connectivity.
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SCHEMES & INITIATIVES S e e

Important Terms Explained:

* Interoperability: It refers to the ability of different
national payment systems to connect and exchange
payment information or transactions efficiently
across borders.
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SCHEMES & INITIATIVES S e e

Important Terms Explained:

 Local Currency Settlement: It means conducting
international trade payments directly in national
currencies such as the Indian rupee, Chinese yuan,
Russian ruble or Brazilian real instead of routing
transactions primarily through the US dollar.
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SCHEMES & INITIATIVES S e e

Important Terms Explained:

« Correspondent Banking: It is an arrangement in
which banks provide payment and settlement
services to other banks, often involving multiple
intermediaries in international transactions and
potentially increasing costs and delays.
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SCHEMES & INITIATIVES - e

Important Terms Explained:

» De-dollarization: It refers to efforts by countries to
reduce dependence on the US dollar in international
trade, payments, reserves or financial transactions.
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SCHEMES & INITIATIVES S e e

Important Terms Explained:

« SWIFT: It is an international financial messaging
network used by financial institutions to securely
exchange information related to cross-border
financial transactions.
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Tabular Summary:

. Parameter |  Detils |
Initiative name BRICS Cross-Border Payments Initiative.
Main purpose To improve cross-border payment connectivity among BRICS countries.

Greater interoperability between domestic payment systems rather than creation of a
single centralized BRICS payment network.
Currency focus Increased use of national currencies in bilateral and multilateral trade settlements.
Expected benefits Faster, cheaper, safer and more transparent international payments.
The BRICS Payments Task Force is examining ways to improve connectivity among
national payment systems.
The initiative remains under development and technical discussion rather than being a
fully operational replacement for existing global systems.
It could diversify international payment channels and reduce dependence on
intermediary currencies and traditional correspondent banking arrangements.

Core approach

Institutional mechanism
Current status

Global significance
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS

» What is the proposed operational speed of the Delhi-Patna Bullet Train corridor?

A) 250 km/h
B) 280 km/h
C) 300 km/h
D) 320 km/h
E) 350 km/h

Answer
D) 320 km/h.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS posulil

Event and Location:

« Event: India is planning a proposed 1,170-km Delhi-
Patna high-speed rail corridor to significantly reduce
travel time between major cities in northern India.

» Location: The proposed corridor will connect Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar through New Delhi, Agra,
Kanpur, Lucknow, Prayagraj, Varanasi and Patna.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS @7t rwsTA

Event and Location:

« Date: Details of the proposed high-speed rail corridor
were reported on September 8, 2026.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS

Mandates and Objectives:

« Mandates: The proposed corridor is planned as a
high-speed railway with a design speed of 350 km/h
and an operational speed of 320 km/h, with the
National High Speed Rail Corporation Limited
identified as the executing agency.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS @7t rwsTA

Mandates and Objectives:

 Objectives: The project aims to reduce Delhi-Patna
travel time to about 4.5 hours, ease pressure on
existing railway routes, improve tourism connectivity
and promote economic activity and labour mobility
across the Indo-Gangetic region.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS @7t rwsTA

Important Terms Explained:

« High-Speed Rail Corridor: It is a dedicated railway
system designed to operate trains at substantially
higher speeds than conventional rail services,
enabling faster inter-city travel.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS @7t rwsTA

Important Terms Explained:

 National High Speed Rail Corporation Limited:
NHSRCL is the organisation responsible for the
development and implementation of high-speed rail
corridors in India.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS

Important Terms Explained:

* Design Speed: It is the maximum speed for which
railway infrastructure and systems are technically
designed, with the proposed Delhi-Patna corridor
having a design speed of 350 km/h.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS @7t rwsTA

Important Terms Explained:

» Operational Speed: It is the speed at which trains are
intended to run during regular services, proposed at
320 km/h for the Delhi-Patna corridor.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS g ch s

Tabular Summary:

Parameter . _Details

Proposed corridor Delhi-Uttar Pradesh-Bihar High-Speed Rail Corridor.
Approximate distance About 1,170 km between Delhi and Patna.
Proposed route New Delhi-Agra-Kanpur-Lucknow-Prayagraj-Varanasi-Patna.
Travel time Delhi-Patna journey is proposed to take about 4 hours 30 minutes.
Design speed 350 km/h.
Operational speed 320 km/h.
Executing agency National High Speed Rail Corporation Limited.

The corridor is expected to improve inter-city connectivity, reduce pressure on

Key significance : : : ) .
conventional railways and support tourism and economic activity.
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QUICK RECALL P

* International Literacy Day 2026 was observed by UNESCO on September 8 with
the theme “Literacy for people, the planet and prosperity,” marking its 60th
anniversary and reinforcing literacy as a foundation for inclusive and sustainable
development.

« Swachh Vayu Sarvekshan 2026 ranked Lucknow first among million-plus cities
with 198 points for its air-pollution-control interventions, while highlighting that
a high survey rank does not necessarily mean compliance with ambient air-
quality standards.
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* Union Home Minister Amit Shah presented the President’s Colour to Goa Police
in Panaji on September 7, 2026, recognising eight decades of service while
highlighting advances in cybercrime response, emergency policing and criminal
justice.

* The 72nd National Film Awards will be presented by President Droupadi Murmu
at Ekta Nagar in Gujarat on September 22, 2026, marking a rare departure from
the ceremony’s usual association with New Delhi.

* The United Nations General Assembly supported the promotion of the Equal
Earth projection through a resolution backed by 164 states to provide a more
realistic representation of the relative sizes of continents and countries.

» The BRICS nations are advancing a cross-border payments initiative to connect
domestic payment systems, promote national-currency settlements and make
international transactions faster, cheaper and more accessible.

* The proposed Delhi-Patna Bullet Train corridor, to be executed by NHSRCL, will
connect Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar over about 1,170 km and reduce the
Delhi-Patna journey to approximately 4.5 hours.
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