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Important Days

» What is the theme of World Sickle Cell Day 2026?

A) Fight Sickle Cell Together
B) Closing the Survival Gap: Equity in Sickle Cell Disease
C) Eliminate Blood Disorders by 2047
D) Awareness for Healthy Blood
E) Equal Care for Every Child

Answer
B) Closing the Survival Gap: Equity in Sickle Cell Disease.
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Important Days

Event and Location:

« Event: World Sickle Cell Day 2026 was observed to
raise awareness about Sickle Cell Disease and
promote early diagnosis, treatment and prevention.

 Location: The observance was marked globally, with
special focus on India’s elimination mission.

« Date: World Sickle Cell Day was observed on June
19, 2026.

\ WORLD
SickLE CELL DAY

JUNE 19
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Important Days

Mandates and Objectives:

« Mandates: The observance focused on awareness
campaigns, early screening, research, healthcare
access, patient support and reduction of stigma
linked to Sickle Cell Disease.
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Important Days s ch

Mandates and Objectives:

» Objectives: The objective was to close survival gaps,
improve equitable access to care and support India’s
goal of eliminating Sickle Cell Disease as a public
health challenge by 2047.
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Important Days s ch

Important Terms Explained:

« Sickle Cell Disease: Sickle Cell Disease is an
inherited blood disorder in which red blood cells
become rigid and sickle-shaped, blocking blood flow
and reducing oxygen supply.
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Important Days

Important Terms Explained:

- Hemoglobin S: Hemoglobin S is an abnormal form of
hemoglobin caused by a genetic mutation and is
responsible for the sickling of red blood cells.
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Important Days

Important Terms Explained:

- HBB gene: HBB gene is the beta-globin gene that
controls hemoglobin production, and its mutation
causes Sickle Cell Disease.
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Important Days

Important Terms Explained:

« Sickle Cell Trait: Sickle Cell Trait refers to the carrier
condition in which a person inherits one abnormal
gene and can pass it to children without usually
developing the disease.
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Important Days zek e

Important Terms Explained:

* National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Mission:
National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Mission is
India’s programme launched in 2023 to eliminate
Sickle Cell Disease as a public health problem by
2047.
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Tabular Summary:

Parameter . Details

Event name World Sickle Cell Day 2026.
Date June 19, 2026.
Location Global observance with major focus in India.
Theme Closing the Survival Gap: Equity in Sickle Cell Disease.
Disease type It is a hereditary blood disorder affecting red blood cells and oxygen transport.

Symptoms include anemia, fatigue, pain episodes, infections, swelling, jaundice and
organ complications.
India’s initiative India launched the National Sickle Cell Anaemia Elimination Mission in 2023.
The observance supports awareness, screening, genetic counselling, equitable
treatment and disease elimination efforts.

Major symptoms

Strategic / significant value
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» Which country secured the fifth position globally in the QS World University Rankings
2027 by representation?

A) Germany AT
C) China
D) Japan

E) Australia

Answer
B) India.
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Event and Location:

« Event: India secured the fifth position globally in the
QS World University Rankings 2027 with 52 ranked
universities.

» Location: The ranking covered universities across
106 countries, including India.

» Date: The news was reported on June 19, 2026.
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Mandates and Objectives:

- Mandates: The QS World University Rankings 2027
evaluated more than 1,500 institutions worldwide
based on academic, research, employer and
international performance indicators.

« Objectives: The objective was to assess global higher
education performance and highlight India’s rising
academic representation, research strength and
employer reputation.
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Ranking Table:
. Rak |  Emy |

1 United States.
2 United Kingdom.
3 China.

4 Germany.

3) India.

18 IIT Delhi.
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Important Terms Explained:

« QS World University Rankings: QS World University
Rankings is a global higher education ranking that
evaluates universities based on indicators such as
academic reputation, employer reputation, faculty-
student ratio, research impact and
internationalisation.
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Important Terms Explained:

- Citations per Faculty: Citations per Faculty measures
research impact by assessing how frequently a
university’'s research output is cited relative to its
faculty strength.
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Important Terms Explained:

- Employer Reputation: Employer Reputation measures
how global employers perceive the quality and
employability of graduates from different universities.
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Important Terms Explained:

 National Education Policy 2020: National Education
Policy 2020 is India’s education reform framework
focused on multidisciplinary learning, research
excellence, internationalisation and institutional
transformation.

-|: / Liwin’s CA Funsta I Subscribe B /Liwin's CA Funsta


https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc

Tabular Summary:

Parameter . Details

Event name QS World University Rankings 2027.
Date June 19, 2026.
Location Global ranking with India’s participation.
India’s position India ranked fifth globally by number of ranked institutions.
Indian institutions ranked India had 52 universities featured in the ranking.
Top Indian institution IIT Delhi ranked 118th globally.
Global leader Massachusetts Institute of Technology ranked first worldwide.

The ranking highlighted India’s growth in higher education representation, research

Strategic / significant value i
gic/sig output and employer recognition.
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» Which country became the first Central Asian member of
the New Development Bank?

A) Kazakhstan
B) Uzbekistan
C) Kyrgyzstan
D) Tajikistan

E) Turkmenistan

Answer
B) Uzbekistan.
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Event and Location:

« Event: Uzbekistan officially joined the New
Development Bank as its 10th member and first
Central Asian shareholder.

» Location: The development relates to Uzbekistan and
the New Development Bank headquartered in
Shanghai, China.

« Date: Uzbekistan formally became a shareholder on
June 5, 2026.
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Mandates and Objectives:

» Mandates: Uzbekistan completed accession
procedures and ratified the Articles of Agreement of
the New Development Bank to become its
shareholder.
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Mandates and Objectives:

* Objectives: The objective was to expand Uzbekistan’s
access to long-term development financing for
infrastructure, energy, transport, public services and
sustainable development projects.
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Important Terms Explained:

* New Development Bank: New Development Bank is a
multilateral development bank established by BRICS
countries to finance infrastructure and sustainable
development projects in emerging economies and
developing countries.
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Important Terms Explained:

« BRICS: BRICS is a grouping of Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa that originally established the
New Development Bank.
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Important Terms Explained:

* Articles of Agreement: Articles of Agreement are the
legal framework that defines the structure,

membership, governance and operational rules of an
international institution.
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Important Terms Explained:

« Multilateral development bank: Multilateral
development bank is a financial institution supported
by multiple countries to provide development finance
for infrastructure, sustainability and economic
growth.

-|: / Liwin’s CA Funsta I Subscribe B /Liwin's CA Funsta


https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc

Tabular Summary:

Parameter . Details

Event name Uzbekistan joined the New Development Bank.
Date June 5, 2026.
Location Uzbekistan and New Development Bank.
Membership status Uzbekistan became the 10th member of the New Development Bank.
Regional significance Uzbekistan became the first Central Asian country to join the bank.
Official confirmation Andrey Bokarev of the NDB Eurasian Regional Centre confirmed the accession.
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev signed the law approving Uzbekistan's accession on May

Accession process 21, 2026.

The membership gives Uzbekistan access to development financing for infrastructure,

r i ignificant val . . .
Strategic / significant value sustainable growth and economic modernisation.
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» Which bank’s licence was cancelled by the RBI due to financial weaknesses and
regulatory non-compliance?

A) Shree Mahalaxmi Urban Co-operative Credit Bank
B) Saraswat Co-operative Bank
C) Cosmos Co-operative Bank
D) Karnataka Bank
E) Janata Sahakari Bank

Answer
A) Shree Mahalaxmi Urban Co-operative Credit Bank.
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Event and Location:

« Event: The Reserve Bank of India cancelled the
licence of Shree Mahalaxmi Urban Co-operative
Credit Bank due to weak financial condition and
regulatory non-compliance.

» Location: The bank was based in Karnataka, India.

» Date: The news was reported on June 19, 2026.
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Mandates and Objectives:

« Mandates: RBI prohibited the bank from conducting
banking business and asked the Registrar of Co-
operative Societies, Karnataka, to initiate winding-up
proceedings and appoint a liquidator.
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Mandates and Objectives:

« Objectives: The objective was to protect depositors,
prevent further banking risks and ensure orderly
liquidation under the regulatory framework.
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Important Terms Explained:

* Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation:
Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation
is a wholly owned subsidiary of RBI that provides
insurance cover for bank deposits up to ¥5 lakh per
depositor per bank.
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Important Terms Explained:

 Urban Co-operative Bank: Urban Co-operative Bank is
a co-operative banking institution that provides
financial services mainly to urban and semi-urban
communities.
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Important Terms Explained:

« Liquidator: Liquidator is an official appointed to
manage the closure of a bank or company by settling
assets and liabilities during the winding-up process.
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Important Terms Explained:

- Banking Regulation Act, 1949: Banking Regulation
Act, 1949 is a key law governing banking operations,
regulation, supervision and compliance requirements
in India.
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Tabular Summary:

Parameter . Details

Event name Cancellation of Shree Mahalaxmi Urban Co-operative Credit Bank’s licence.
Date June 19, 2026.

Location Karnataka, India.

Regulator Reserve Bank of India cancelled the bank’s licence.
Reason for action The bank had inadequate capital, weak.earning prospects and regulatory non-

compliance.

Immediate impact The bank cannot accept deposits, repay deposits or conduct normal banking business.

: : Around 97.9% of depositors are expected to receive full insured deposits through

Depositor protection DICGC.

The action reinforces depositor protection, regulatory discipline and stability in the co-

r i ignificant val : i
Strategic / significant value operative banking sector.
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» What was India’s net direct tax collection by June 17 in FY27?

A) %4.50 trillion
B) ¥5.21 trillion
C) %6.10 trillion
D) £2.93 trillion
E) 89,025 crore

Answer
B) ¥5.21 trillion.
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Event and Location:

« Event: India’s net direct tax collections rose by
14.64% year-on-year to ¥5.21 trillion in FY27.

 Location: The tax collection data applies to India.

« Date: The data was released for the period from April
1, 2026, to June 17, 2026.
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Mandates and Objectives:

* Mandates: The Income Tax Department released
data on net direct tax collections, gross direct tax
collections, refunds, corporate tax and non-corporate
tax receipts.

* Objectives: The objective was to track tax revenue
performance, assess compliance trends and indicate
the strength of government finances in the early part
of FY27.
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Important Terms Explained:

» Gross direct tax collections: Gross direct tax
collections refer to total direct tax receipts before
adjusting for refunds issued to taxpayers.
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Important Terms Explained:

« Corporate tax: Corporate tax is a direct tax paid by
companies on their profits and business income.
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Important Terms Explained:

* Non-corporate tax: Non-corporate tax refers to direct
taxes paid by individuals, HUFs, partnership firms,
AOPs, BOls, local authorities and artificial juridical

persons.
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Important Terms Explained:

« Tax refunds: Tax refunds are amounts returned by
the government when taxpayers have paid more tax
than their actual liability.

-|: / Liwin’s CA Funsta I Subscribe B /Liwin's CA Funsta


https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc

Important Terms Explained:

« Advance tax: Advance tax is tax paid in instalments
during the financial year based on estimated income
instead of waiting until year-end.
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Tabular Summary:

Parameter . Details

Event name Net direct tax collections growth in FY27.
Date Data was reported up to June 17, 2026.
Location India.

Issuing authority The Income Tax Department released the latest tax collection data.

Net direct tax collections Collections rose 14.64% year-on-year to ¥5.21 trillion.
Gross direct tax collections Gross collections increased 12.46% year-on-year to 6.1 trillion.
Refunds issued Refunds stood at ¥89,025.71 crore during the period.
The data indicates resilient economic activity, stronger compliance and healthy revenue

Strateqic / significant value e
e sl mobilisation.
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APPOINTMENTS EL m

» Until when will Keki Mistry continue as interim part-time chairman of
HDFC Bank after RBI's approval?

A) June 19, 2026
B) July 18, 2026
C) August 31, 2026
D) September 18, 2026
E) December 31, 2026

Answer
D) September 18, 2026.
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APPOINTMENTS

Event and Location:

« Event: The Reserve Bank of India approved a three-
month extension for Keki Mistry as interim part-time
chairman of HDFC Bank.

» Location: The development relates to HDFC Bank in
India.
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APPOINTMENTS @t.!.. m

Event and Location:

« Date: The extension is effective until September 18,
2026, or until a regular chairman is appointed,
whichever is earlier.
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APPOINTMENTS e

Mandates and Objectives:

« Mandates: RBI approved HDFC Bank's request to
extend Keki Mistry's tenure as interim part-time
chairman for an additional three months.

» Objectives: The objective was to ensure leadership
continuity at HDFC Bank while the process of
appointing a permanent chairman continues.
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APPOINTMENTS @t.!.. m

Important Terms Explained:

* Interim part-time chairman: Interim part-time
chairman is a temporary board-level leadership role
held until a regular chairman is appointed.
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APPOINTMENTS @_ﬂm

Important Terms Explained:

« Regulatory filing: Regulatory filing is an official
disclosure made by a listed company to stock
exchanges regarding important corporate
developments.
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APPOINTMENTS @___m

Important Terms Explained:

 Leadership transition: Leadership transition refers to
the process of replacing or continuing senior
leadership to maintain governance stability.
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APPOINTMENTS @t.!.. m

Important Terms Explained:

« HDFC Bank: HDFC Bank is one of India’s leading
private sector banks and operates under the
regulatory supervision of RBI.
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APPOINTMENTS

Tabular Summary:

Parameter . Details

Event name Extension of Keki Mistry’s tenure as interim chairman of HDFC Bank.
Date June 19, 2026.
Location India.
Regulator Reserve Bank of India approved the extension.
Person involved Keki Mistry will continue as interim part-time chairman.
: His tenure was extended until September 18, 2026, or until a regular chairman is
Tenure extension :
appointed.

Previous chairman Atanu Chakraborty stepped down on March 18, 2026.

The extension ensures board-level continuity during HDFC Bank’s search for a

Strategic / significant value :
permanent chairman.

-
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DEFENCE @_.1,_

» Where will Exercise KHAAN QUEST 2026 be conducted?

A) Jaisalmer, India
B) Five Hills Training Area, Ulaanbaatar
C) Dhaka Cantonment, Bangladesh
D) Vladivostok, Russia
E) Kathmandu Valley, Nepal

Answer
B) Five Hills Training Area, Ulaanbaatar.
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DEFENCE

Event and Location:

« Event: The Indian Army contingent departed for
Exercise KHAAN QUEST 2026, a multinational
peacekeeping military exercise.

 Location: The exercise will be held at the Five Hills
Training Area in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

« Date: The exercise is scheduled from June 20 to July
3, 2026.
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DEFENCE

Mandates and Objectives:

- Mandates: The Indian Army is sending a 40-member
contingent, including troops from a battalion of the
JAT Regiment and personnel from various Arms and
Services, to participate in the multinational drill.
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DEFENCE

Mandates and Objectives:

» Objectives: The objective is to improve
interoperability, strengthen multinational coordination
and enhance preparedness for peacekeeping and
peace support operations.
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DEFENCE

Important Terms Explained:

» Exercise KHAAN QUEST: Exercise KHAAN QUEST is
a multinational military exercise hosted by Mongolia
to train armed forces for peacekeeping and peace
support operations.

§ /Liwin’s CAFunsta A Subscribe B /Liwin's CA Funsta


https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc

DEFENCE

Important Terms Explained:

» Peace support operations: Peace support operations
are military and civilian efforts conducted to maintain
peace, protect civilians and support stability in
conflict-affected areas.

§ /Liwin’s CAFunsta A Subscribe B /Liwin's CA Funsta


https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc
https://bit.ly/LIWINS_CAFUNSTA
https://bit.ly/CA_Funsta_Facebook_offc

DEFENCE

Important Terms Explained:

« Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter: Chapter
VIl of the United Nations Charter allows the UN
Security Council to authorise actions, including
military measures, to maintain or restore international
peace and security.
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DEFENCE

Important Terms Explained:

« Counter-IED drills: Counter-IED drills are training
activities focused on detecting, avoiding and
responding to improvised explosive devices during
operations.
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DEFENCE

Tabular Summary:

Parameter . Details

Event name Exercise KHAAN QUEST 2026.
Date June 20 to July 3, 2026.
Location Five Hills Training Area, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.
Host country Mongolia is hosting the multinational military exercise.
Indian contingent The Indian Army contingent consists of 40 personnel.
Participating unit Troops from a battalion of the JAT Regiment are part of the Indian contingent.

The exercise includes joint planning, patrolling, checkpoint operations, civilian
evacuation and counter-IED drills.
The exercise strengthens India-Mongolia defence ties and improves India’s
peacekeeping readiness.

Training focus

Strategic / significant value

—
o
-
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» What minimum age has the UAE set for creating or
operating personal social media accounts?

A) 13 years
B) 14 years
C) 15 years
D) 16 years
E) 18 years

Answer
C) 15 years.
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Event and Location:

* Event: The United Arab Emirates set 15 years as the
minimum age for personal social media use and
introduced Al-backed age verification.

« Location: The new rules apply across the United Arab
Emirates.

» Date: The news was reported on June 19, 2026.
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Mandates and Objectives:

« Mandates: The UAE approved a new framework
prohibiting children under 15 from creating, using or
managing personal social media accounts.

» Objectives: The objective was to strengthen online
child safety, protect mental health, reduce exposure
to harmful content and improve digital well-being for
minors.
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Important Terms Explained:

« Al-based age verification: Al-based age verification
uses artificial intelligence tools to estimate or confirm
a user's age before allowing access to restricted
digital platforms.
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Important Terms Explained:

- Digital identity verification: Digital identity verification
is a system that confirms a user’s identity through
official or secure digital credentials.
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Important Terms Explained:

» Social media platforms: Social media platforms are
online services that allow users to create profiles,
share content, comment, communicate and
participate in digital communities.
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Important Terms Explained:

« Screen-time management: Screen-time management
refers to tools that help monitor and limit the amount
of time users spend on digital platforms.
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Important Terms Explained:

 Parental supervision tools: Parental supervision tools
are digital features that allow parents or guardians to
monitor and guide children’s online activity.
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Tabular Summary:

Parameter . Details

Event name UAE social media age restriction framework.
Date June 19, 2026.
Location United Arab Emirates.
Minimum age Children below 15 years cannot create or operate personal social media accounts.
Key requirement Platforms must adopt advanced age-verification technologies, including Al-based tools.

Users aged 15 to 16 will get additional protections such as privacy settings and screen-
time features.
Under-15 users cannot post, comment, share content or join public groups through
personal accounts.
The UAE became the first Arab nation to establish a nationwide minimum age rule for
social media use.

Teen safeguards
Affected activity

Strategic / significant value
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» What is France set to inaugurate in September 2026?

A) First traditional Hindu temple E
B) First Indian cultural museum :
C) First Sanskrit learning centre
D) First yoga university
E) First Indo-French art gallery

Answer
A) First traditional Hindu temple.
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Event and Location:

« Event: France is set to inaugurate its first traditional
Hindu temple built with stones sourced and crafted in
India.

» Location: The temple will be inaugurated in France.

« Date: The inauguration is scheduled for September
2026.
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Mandates and Objectives:

« Mandates: The temple has been designed and crafted
in India using traditional Hindu architectural principles
before being transported and assembled in France.

* Objectives: The objective is to preserve Indian
spiritual traditions, showcase authentic temple
craftsmanship and strengthen cultural ties between
India and France.
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Important Terms Explained:

* Indian diaspora: Indian diaspora refers to people of
Indian origin living outside India who maintain
cultural, social and emotional connections with India.
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Important Terms Explained:

* Hindu temple architecture: Hindu temple architecture
refers to traditional design principles used in temple
construction, including carved stones, sacred layouts
and symbolic craftsmanship.
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Important Terms Explained:

 Cultural ties: Cultural ties refer to connections
between countries or communities through traditions,
heritage, religion, art, language and people-to-people
exchanges.
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Important Terms Explained:

 Religious and cultural programme: Religious and
cultural programme refers to organised ceremonies,
prayers, community events and cultural activities held
during major spiritual celebrations.
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Tabular Summary:

Parameter . Details

Event name Inauguration of France's first traditional Hindu temple.
Date September 2026.
Location France.
Announced by Members of the Indian diaspora in France announced the development.
Construction feature The temple stones were sourced, carved and prepared in India.
Design basis The structure follows traditional Hindu architectural principles.
Celebration plan A 15-day religious and cultural programme will mark the inauguration.

The temple will strengthen India-France cultural ties and serve as a spiritual and

Strategic / significant value ) : L
gic / sig community hub for the Indian community in France.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS <?—~-—'?~'-*

» What is the total proposed length of the revived Qadian-Beas Railway Line Project in
Punjab?

A) 29.68 km
B) 35.50 km
C) 39.68 km
D) 45.75 km
E) 52.40 km

Answer
C) 39.68 km.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS @ﬂm

Event and Location:

« Event: The Qadian-Beas Railway Line Project was
revived after nearly 100 years to improve railway
connectivity in Punjab’s Majha region.

 Location: The project will connect Qadian in
Gurdaspur district with Beas in Amritsar district,
Punjab.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS S

Mandates and Objectives:

« Mandates: The project will develop a 39.68-kilometre
broad-gauge rail corridor through Qadian, Dhapai,
Ghuman, Butala, Sathiala and Beas under Northern
Railway.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS S

Mandates and Objectives:

« Objectives: The objective is to improve regional
connectivity, support economic activity, enhance
access to religious destinations and provide an
alternative rail route in northern India.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS @ﬂm

Important Terms Explained:

» Broad-gauge rail corridor: Broad-gauge rail corridor
refers to a railway line built with a wide track gauge,
commonly used by Indian Railways for passenger
and freight movement.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS

Important Terms Explained:

* Northern Railway: Northern Railway is the Indian
Railways zone responsible for executing the Qadian-
Beas Railway Line Project.

- Kavach: Kavach is India’s train collision avoidance
system designed to improve railway safety by
preventing train accidents.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS umm

Important Terms Explained:

* Road Under Bridge: Road Under Bridge is an
infrastructure structure that allows road traffic to
pass below railway tracks and reduces conflicts at
level crossings.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS S

Important Terms Explained:

 Socially Desirable Rail Connectivity Program:
Socially Desirable Rail Connectivity Program refers
to railway projects prioritised for social and regional
development benefits rather than only commercial
returns.
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS

Tabular Summary:

Parameter . Details

Event name Revival of Qadian-Beas Railway Line Project.
Date June 19, 2026.
Location Punjab’s Majha region.
Route length The railway line will cover 39.68 kilometres.
Executing authority Northern Railway will execute the project.
Key route points The corridor will pass through Qadian, Dhapai, Ghuman, Butala, Sathiala and Beas.

The project includes two crossing stations, 11 major bridges, 121 minor bridges and 54
Road Under Bridges.
The line will improve local connectivity, religious tourism and provide an alternative
route to the Amritsar-Pathankot section.

Infrastructure features

Strategic / significant value

-
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QUICK RECALL i

« World Sickle Cell Day is observed every year on June 19 to raise awareness
about Sickle Cell Disease.

* India secured the fifth position globally in the QS World University Rankings
2027.

« Uzbekistan officially became a shareholder of the New Development Bank on
June 5, 2026.

* RBI cancelled the licence of Shree Mahalaxmi Urban Co-operative Credit Bank in
Karnataka.

* India’'s net direct tax collections reached ¥5.21 trillion by June 17 in FY27.
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QUICK RECALL

« RBI approved a three-month extension for Keki Mistry as interim part-time
chairman of HDFC Bank.

« The Indian Army contingent departed for Mongolia to join Exercise KHAAN
QUEST 2026.

« The UAE set 15 years as the minimum age for personal social media use.

* France will inaugurate its first traditional Hindu temple in September 2026.

- The Qadian-Beas Railway Line Project has been revived after nearly a century.
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